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Minutes  
1. Welcome and Logistics  
The Science Evaluation Panel (SEP) Co-Chairs Tim Reston and Masa Kinoshita called the meeting 
to order with a welcome and asked attendees to perform self-introductions. They requested 
acceptance of the Agenda, and reminded those in attendance of the requirement to keep proposal 
content and discussions confidential.  

2. Reporting  

• Science Office update: Antony Morris updated SEP on the MSP-FB and ExB approval of the 
SPARC proposals they endorsed in their May meeting in Vienna, and requested the associated 
SEP watchdogs to serve as reviewers of the Scientific Prospectuses for these upcoming SPARC 
expeditions (all agreed). He introduced the new SEA Group review process and guidelines, 
approved by the SEA Group Chair and previously reviewed by the SEA Group members. These 
guidelines are now ready for MSP-FB approval, to be sought by email exchange with the MSP-FB 
Co-Chairs. The document outlines how the SEA Group will provide reviews at each stage of the 
journey of a drilling proposal through the SEP evaluation process, via Advisory, Interim and Full 
SEA Group review stages. Finally, he showed the rotation scheme for SEP members agreed with 
the SEP Co-Chairs. This involves a step-wise reduction in overall SEP membership to reach a 
stable number of 30 members by 2027, while allowing new members to join via annual calls for 
applications each September. 

• MSP-FB update: Sasha Turchyn outlined discussions held at the last iMSP-FB meeting in May 
2025 in Japan. At this meeting the iMSP-FB recommended scheduling of the Advanced 
Implementation Plan of proposal P1106 as part of Expedition 502 in 2025, using the expedition 
numbering 502E. The meeting also considered 16 drilling proposals for potential selection as an 
IODP3 expedition in 2027, some of which were excluded from detailed discussion due to costs 
exceeding available budgets. Following discussion, the iMSP-FB recommended scheduling of 
proposal P1004 “Nadir Impact Crater” in 2027, subject to receiving a satisfactory external risk 
analysis. If this risk analysis precludes implementation of proposal P1004, the iMSP-FB 
recommended implementation of proposal P941 “Godzilla Megamullion” as an alternative for 



the 2027 expedition. Further details of the outcomes of the May 2025 MSP-FB meeting may be 
found on the IODP3 website (here) 

• SEA Group update: Katharina Hochmuth (SEA Group Chair) outlined the purpose of the SEA 
Group and its current membership (available on the IODP3 website). She also updated SEP on 
the outcomes of the recent SEA Group reviews of proposals P1105 and P1012. major safety 
concerns were raised about planned sites for P1005, and only a few outstanding issues for 
P1012. Full details of these evaluations may be found on the IODP3 website (here). 

• Science report: Marisa Rydzy presented highlights from the joint IODP3 -NSF Expedition 501 
“New England Shelf Hydrogeology”, which was a great success. 

3. Proposal Reviews  

Over the three-hour meeting, the SEP reviewed two proposals that were resubmitted to IODP3. 
These consisted of: (i) one Full offshore proposal; and (ii) one Preliminary offshore proposal.  
The review outcomes are in the table below.  
 

Proposal 
Number  Type  Lead Proponent  Short Title  Recommendation  

1109  Preliminary Yuki Morono Go Beyond the Limit 
(GBL) drilling 

Proceed to Full 

1110  Full  Eberhard 
Gischler 

 Belize Barrier Reef 
(BBRdrill) 

Revise to Full2 

  

4. Next Meeting  
The next IODP3 SEP will be scheduled as an in-person meeting in April 2026 in Japan.  
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