
 
IODP3 MSP Facility Board (MSP-FB) Meeting 

2-3 June 2026, Parque de las Ciencias, Granada, Spain (and Zoom) 

 Consensus Items 
IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-01: Thanks to the meeting host 
The MSP-FB thanked the Parque de las Ciencias in the beautiful city of Granada for hosting the 
meeting. We also extended our sincere thanks to Carlota Escutia and Jesús Reolid from the 
Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra, Universidad de Granada, for their amazing assistance 
and support in organising the logistics of the meeting. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-02: Approval of agenda and minutes of previous meetings 
The MSP-FB approved the agenda for its 2026 meeting and the minutes and consensus items from 
its previous meetings held in Japan in May 2025 and by Zoom in March 2026. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-03: Changes to the MSP-FB Terms of Reference 
The MSP-FB approved the proposed revisions to its Terms of Reference consisting of a revised 
rotation scheme for its Co-Chairs and the insertion of some additional text relating to PMO 
nominations for new MSP-FB Science Board members. The MSP-FB Co-Chairs were asked to now 
seek Executive Board approval of these changes. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-04: Reports from IODP3 SPARC Expedition Co-Chief 
Scientists 
The MSP-FB agreed to receive presentations from IODP3 SPARC Expedition Co-Chief Scientists at 
its annual hybrid meeting. These should be scheduled at the first MSP-FB meeting following 
publication of each SPARC Expedition Summary in the Proceedings of the International Ocean 
Drilling Programme. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-05: SEA Group guidelines 
The MSP-FB approved the new “Guidelines for SEA Group Review of Scientific Ocean Drilling 
Proposals (v1.0)” that outline how the SEA Group will conduct reviews at all proposal development 
stages. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-06: Programme Member OTice (PMO) Group 
The MSP-FB agreed that the activities of the IODP3 PMO Group should be formalised in its own 
Terms of Reference, and requests that the IODP3 Science O[ice Directors draft this document,  
take it forward to the next PMO Group meeting for discussion, and then seek its eventual approval 
by the Executive Board. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-07: Sample, Data and Obligations Policy 
The MSP-FB thanked Ulla Röhl, Michelle Penkrot and Yusuke Kubo for their e[orts in updating the 
Scientific Ocean Drilling Program’s “Sample, Data and Obligations Policy” and approved the revised 
policy. 

 



IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-08: IODP Achievements volume 
The MSP-FB expressed its gratitude to the international working group responsible for preparing the 
IODP Achievements volume, now in its final stages of completion. The MSP-FB looks forward to the 
publication of the volume in 2026 and to its broad dissemination within the global scientific drilling 
community and beyond. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-09: Pathways to Impact 
The MSP-FB thanked Ron Hackney and Sarah Kachovich for their informative presentation about 
defining the societal impact of scientific ocean drilling activities that generated a very interesting 
discussion. It recommended the formation of a small Working Group (led by ANZIC) to further 
discuss incorporation of pathways to impact into IODP3 practices that should report back to the 
MSP-FB at its hybrid meeting in 2027. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-10: Support for SPARC Co-Chief Scientists 
The MSP-FB discussed how to best support SPARC Co-Chief Scientists (especially those who are 
early career researchers) during the start-up phase of their expeditions. It recommends the 
development of a practical handbook of advice by a small Working Group consisting of the IODP3 
Science O[ice Directors, representatives from ESO, MarE3, BCR and KCC, plus other IODP3 
scientists with relevant experience. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-11: Choice of platform for Proceedings data repository 
The MSP-FB approved adoption of Zenodo as the platform of choice for large datasets associated 
with Proceedings of the International Ocean Drilling Programme volumes and IODP3-related 
publications in other journals, under the management of Dr Myriam Kars, IODP3 Science O[ice 
Publications Manager, including responsibility for quality control of data and meta data. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-12: Approval of SPARC Expeditions 
The MSP-FB recommended funding for P1117-S and P1118-S. We recommend inviting the following 
proposal proponents to act as Co-Chief Scientists for these SPARCs expeditions: 

• P1117-S: Valentin Basch and Cécile Prigent 
• P1118-S: Cli[ord Patten and Ana Jesus 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-13: Encouragement to US scientists to seek additional NSF 
funding for proposals 
The MSP-FB is excited by the range of excellent and transformative o[shore drilling proposals 
currently at the Board and by the prospect of implementing some of these in the future in 
collaboration with the NSF-funded US Scientific Drilling Program. We therefore encourage US 
colleagues to continue their e[orts to secure additional NSF funding for Proposals 941 (Godzilla) 
and 967 (Ontong Java Nui) that may allow their future implementation. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-14: IPY2032 and IODP3  
The MSP-FB encourages the scientific ocean drilling community to develop high profile IODP3 
projects linked to the International Polar Year in 2032. It particularly encourages the submission of 
SPARC proposals based on samples and data collected during previous expeditions in the polar 
regions, and the submission of Magellan3 workshop proposals to support the development of new 
o[shore drilling and SPARC expeditions. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-15: Submission Guidelines for new drilling proposals 
The MSP-FB agreed it is important for proponents of new o[shore drilling proposals to be aware of 
current constraints associated with the implementation of IODP3 expeditions from the start of the 
proposal submission and evaluation process. The MSP-FB therefore requests the IODP3 Operators 
and Science O[ice to produce a new section of the “Submission Guidelines for Scientific Ocean 



Drilling Proposals” to provide information on drilling capabilities of di[erent platforms and 
associated likely costs. This should aim to help proponents develop proposals that are 
implementable within the scope of current IODP3 operational and financial constraints. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-16: Proposals requiring external support 
Some drilling proposals currently at the MSP-FB have cost estimates that exceed the annual 
operational budget of IODP3. The MSP-FB strongly encourages proponents of such proposals to 
seek potential external funding and/or in-kind contributions to make these proposals viable for 
implementation. Proponents of these proposals should be informed that their potential 
implementation will only be discussed in detail at future MSP-FB meetings once they can 
demonstrate that such external support has been secured in principle. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-17: Request to SEA Group for Full Reviews of proposals 
The MSP-FB requests full SEA Group reviews of the following eight proposals in the IODP3 system: 

• P730 Full2 Add 3 – “Drilling the Late Quaternary coral record of climate and sea level on 
subsiding reefs at Sabine Bank and Bougainville Guyot, Vanuatu” 

• P864  Full Add3 – “The origin, evolution and paleoenvironment of the Equatorial Atlantic 
Gateway” 

• P941 Full2 Add4 – “The nature of the back-arc basin lower crust and upper mantle at the 
Godzilla Megamullion” 

• P945 Full Add 4 – “Paleoceanography of the Brazilian Equatorial Margin (PBEM)” 
• P967 Full – “Testing the Ontong Java Nui hypothesis” 
• P971Full2 Add2  – “Kane OCC – drilling lower crust and mantle at the slow spreading MAR” 
• P1015 Full2 – “In the loop: Western Boundary Current onset and evolution in the SE Gulf of 

Mexico” 
• P1105 Full – “Drilling and monitoring in Hyuga-Nada: Unveiling e[ects of seamount 

subduction on slow earthquakes” 
The MSP-FB would like to receive these reviews by the end of April 2027 so they may be considered 
in its scheduling discussions in May/June 2027. The SEA Group Chair is kindly requested to liaise 
with the SEA Group members to establish a staggered schedule for conducting these reviews that 
fits their other commitments. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-18: Vote of thanks to Dr Ulla Röhl (Marum, Bremen, 
Germany)  
The MSP-FB would like to express its heart-felt thanks and gratitude to Ulla Röhl for her outstanding 
service to successive scientific ocean drilling programmes across more than four decades. Her 
exemplary leadership of the Bremen Core Repository (BCR) has been crucial to the success of a 
diverse series of expeditions based on the MSP concept involving onshore operational phases at 
BCR, as well as countless international projects based on core samples held at the BCR. Ulla 
played a critical role in the design of our new programme via her membership of the IODP3 Planning 
Group, where her contributions and insights were highly valued by all, particularly in the 
development of the innovative SPARC initiative. She has also been a highly respected, active 
research scientist across her many years of service, with an outstanding international profile, 
including leadership of IODP Expedition 378 “South Pacific Paleogene Climate” in 2020. We will 
sorely miss her calm and inspirational leadership (and her humorous reports on biscuit 
consumption by scientists visiting the BCR), and we wish her a long and happy retirement beginning 
from 2027 onwards. 

 
 



IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-19: Vote of thanks to Professor Sasha Turchyn (University of 
Cambridge, UK)  
The MSP-FB added its own grateful thanks to Sasha Turchyn for her contributions to its success 
across the transition to IODP3 as previous MSP-FB Co-Chair to those expressed by the Executive 
Board in its Consensus Item 2025-05-7. We also thanked her for her willingness to continue to 
serve as a Science Board member in 2026, allowing the board to continue to benefit from her 
expertise and from her passion and enthusiasm for scientific ocean drilling. We wish Sasha every 
success in the future! 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-20: Vote of thanks to Professor Tim Reston (University of 
Birmingham, UK)  
The MSP-FB would like to thank Tim Reston for his exceptional service as Co-Chair of the IODP3 
Science Evaluation Panel (SEP), especially during the critical transition to the new programme. His 
leadership and expertise have been instrumental in ensuring thorough evaluation of both o[shore 
and SPARC proposals, leading to the very best science being sent to the MSP-FB for potential 
implementation. We are profoundly grateful for the time and e[ort you put into SEP over the years, 
and we wish you well in your future endeavours. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-21: Vote of thanks to Dr Yuki Morono (JAMSTEC, Japan)  
The MSP-FB would like to thank Yuki Morono for his many contributions to IODP3 science and 
particularly his service as a member of the MSP-FB Science Board. His expertise and experience in 
deep biosphere research have been instrumental in raising the profile of this exciting field in 
successive ocean drilling programmes and have greatly aided MSP-FB evaluation of proposals with 
deep biosphere objectives. We will miss his profound insights and enthusiasm for ocean drilling but 
know that he will continue to work tirelessly to support the IODP3 deep biosphere community into 
the future. 

IODP3 MSP-FB Consensus 2026-06-22: Next meeting. 
The MSP-FB thanked Nobi Seama (Co-Chair) for kindly o[ering to host its next hybrid meeting in 
Kobe, Japan, in May/June 2027. We look forward to being back in Kobe and to further stimulating 
discussions of an exciting range of drilling and SPARC proposals! 


